This Week in NYC 


Lincoln Center theatre con- 
struction plans faced a setback with 
the twin failure of the state and city 
legislatures to pass the proper bills 
approving establishment of the light 
opera and ballet theatre intended as 
the future home of the NY City Cen- 
ter and of the new library- theatre 
museum , Under the proposed legis- 
lation $27 million of state and city 
funds would be used to erect them 
as part of the 1964 NY World's Fair. 
NY City Council did not ask the NY 
State Legislature for permission to 
acquire sites and buildings, while 
latter did not vote approval of the 
library-museum, Special sessions 
would be required to pass the nec- 
essary bills to insure completion by 
the May 1964 Fair date, 


Plays 


Wildcat resumed after week's 
recess... impulse to be presented for 
limited Easter week run by Monte Kay, 
Alex Cohen having dropped out as co- 
producer,..Fiorello!to move May 9 to 
Broadway...Kuprin starring Eugenie 
Leontovich in new play by Jerome Law- 
rence and Robert E Lee due May 25 at 
Broadhurst... The Importance of Being 
Oscar closes limited run Apr 8... How 
to Succeed without Really Trying now 
‘set for Oct 9 at 46th St... Becket may 
return to NY after six week tour... 
Sail Away a new musical by Noel Co- 
ward due in Oct presented by Bonard 
Productions,.. Kermit Bloomgarden 
has withdrewn as producer of The Nose 
of Jerry Pepper...Arnold Shulman has 
withdrawn as author of Hold Back the 
Dawn musical version of film... Isle 
of Children a new play by Robert Jos- 
eph to be directed in fall by film direct- 
or Jules Dassin, 


Broadway Business 


Variety grosses improved for 
most shows with three sellouts-Cam - 
elot, Mary Mary, Sound of Music, Nine 
shows still on twofers, Mary Mary has 
paid off its investment after four weeks 
on Broadway. 


Theatre TV Notes 


WNTA (NY) Play of the Week 
Apr 3 is Waiting for Godot. 


139 East 47 St. 
EL 5-6894 


NYC Calendar 


The Happiest Girl in the 
World-Beck- 473. Lee Guber pre- 
sents new musical comedy based 
on "Lysistrata" with book by Fred 
Saidy and Henry Meyers, lyrics by 
E Y Harburg, score adapted from 
Offenbach, Directed by Cyril Rit- 
chard with Ritchard, Janice Rule, 
Dran Seitz, Bruce Yarnell, 


The Only Sense is None- 
sense- Jan Hus (374 E 74) 4/7 3. 
William Gyimes presents four 
Mon night only performances of 
new play by N F Simpson, directed 
by Gyimes with Muriel Dooley and 
Roger Carmel, 


A Far Country-Music Box- 
4/4, Roger L Stevens-Joel Schen- 
cker present new drama on Sig - 
mund Freud by Henry Denker with 
Kim Stanley, Sam Wanamaker, Lili 
Darvas, directed by Alfred Ryder, 
Postponed from 3/28, 


The Painted Days- Theatre 
Marquee (110 E 59) 476. Elliott 
Martin-Sonia Moore present new 
comedy by John Byrne directed by 
Moore with Irene Moore, Bill Flet- 
cher, Christopher Cary. 


The Magnificent Hugo-Com- 
edy (52 E 78) 4/7, Elmer Werth - 
eimer-Albert Penn present drama 
by Walter Hasenclaver, adapted by 
Louis Bardely, directed by Sherwood 
Arthur with Michael Shillo, Muriel 
Hubbard, 


Players 


Carmen Alvarez subbed for 
Chita Rivera, Bye Bye Birdie who 
became ill during performance... 
Robert Rounseville, Carol Brice, 
Anita Darin added to Show Boat... 
Allyn Ann McLerie to star in South 
Pacfic...Philip Bosco added to Don- 
nybrook!,,. Brooke Hayward to make 
Broadway debut with Franchot Tone 
in Mandingo in May. .. Jason Robards, 
Jr. faces sentencing Apr ll in NYC 
Special Sessions Court for charges of 
drunken, reckless driving and leaving 
scene of accident... Brendan Behan 
is in a Toronto hospital after: brawl 
which resulted in warrant. 


NY 17 NY 
T.M, Kraus 


Off Broadway 


Shows that closed include- 
What a Killing after 1 performance, 
Old Tune and The Square twin bill 
after 5,and The Moon in the Yellow 
River after a total of 48...Cryo 
the Raindrop author Lonny Chapman 
has rewritten parts of his play at 
St Marks Playhouse adopting some 
of the critics’ suggestions... Even- 
ing of Chekhov now slated for Apr 
20 at Key... The Premise received 
three summons last week from var- 
ious NY City departments and must 
join other coffee house owners in 
court Apr 13,..Hamlet may contin- 
ue for an indefinite run at Phoenix, 


Moby Dick monodrama ver- 
sion by and with Philip Hanson to be 
presented Apr 10 at Madison Ave 
Playhouse by John Lotas, Adaptation 
by former Washington State Univ in- 
structor has been presented for 23 
performances at colleges in Feb... 
Two modern one act Scandinavian 
plays, Mr Sleeman is Coming by 
Hjalmar Bergman and The Gallows 
Manby Runar Schildt to be present- 
ed in Apr by Virginia Snow-Elizabeth 
Raynor, both of David Merrick's office 
staff,..Outside the Door modern Ger- 
man play by Wolfgag Borchert to be 
directed by Philip Meiser in Apr at 
St Marks Playhouse...Happy As 
Larry due Apr 25 at Martinque... 


French Art Theatre to pre - 
sent Le Marriage Force by Moliere 
and LfAvenir est dans les Oeufs by 
lonesco Apr 3-9 at Provincetown .,. 
Group of Ancient Drama organized 
by Aliki Nord to present English tran- 
slations of Greek classics, 


Theatre Film Notes 


The Lesson by Ionesco to 
be filmed inNY by Yevsie Petrus- 
hansky... Becket bought by Para- 
mount at reported $300,000, but 
David Merrick denies sale, 


Play Diary 


Next Week: Hobo- Players 
4/10...Smiling The Boy Fell Dead- 
Cherry Lane 4/1l...Show Boat-City 
Center 4/12,,. The Decameron - 
East 74 4/12... Carnival-Imperial 
4/13. 
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DIGESTS OF CURRENT NYC THEATRE REVIEWS 


3/29, 6 pro- Times, Herald Tribune, News, Post, World 


Telegram & Sun, Journal American- and 0 con- filed on 


iam Ball with Sada Thompson, Jenny Egen, Dana Elcar , 
Carol Teitel, Robert Gerringer. Arena production with 
company of ten portraying all the roles in poetic drama 
was praised by all reviewers as a superb production , 
though several marked it more poetry than play. Cast 
and director shared plaudits, Taubman complimented 
every cast member for discharging his duties with taste 
and spirit in rare experience in the mingling of laughter 
and tenderness, Kerr, Herald Tribune, cheered the truly 
superb production, not so much a play as an obesiance 
made to the vigor of words with skill everywhere. Davis, 
News, praised outstanding group, sensitive direction in 
work showing Thomas! poetry at its best. Watts, Post, 
applauded performance worthy of work's strangely haunt- 
ing loveliness, whose final effect more powerful than its 
Broadway original, O'Connor, Journal American, okayed 
it as poetry in motion, casting a spell, but not a play. Ast- 
on, WTS, recommended __ tenderly beguiling version worked 
out by ten sensitized players with its individual artistry 
and eloquence, its personalized form of unassuming ela- 
gance that becomes most effecting. Production will be 
given in repertory with The Balcony. 


What a Killing- Folksbiene (175 E, Broadway ) 
3/27-3/27, 2 pro- News, World Telegram & Sun- and 
4 con- Times, Herald Tribune, Post, Journal American 
filed on new musical about 1920 Chicago gangsters with 
book by Fred Hebert, music and lyrics by George Har- 
well, staced by Gene Montefiore with Paul Hartman, Judy 
Lynn, Chanin Hale It closed after its first and only per- 
formance, Two mild affirmatives thought Hartman's 
charm over-rode dull book and fair music, Majority of 
negative voters praised Hartman's proven talents but 
blamed cliche-filled book, Taubman, Times, felt it 
was weighed down for the most part by the relentless 
march of cliches, Kerr, Herald Tribune, panned it as 
an unmusical non-comedy, Watts, Post, admitted it was 
at least professional Off Broadway entertainment, but 
feared the book was never as interesting as it should 
have been, McClain, Journal American, tabbed book dull 
and dated, 


The Old Tune and The Square- Royal ( 62 E 4) 
3/23-3726. 1 pro- World Telegram & Sun- and 5 con- 
Times, Herald Tribune, News, Post, Journal American- 
filed on twin-bill of new French one-act plays present- 
ed by Rose Lynch, The Old Tune by Robert Pinget , 
translated by Samuel Beckett and The Square by Mar- 
guerite Duras translated by Ann Borchardt, Directed 
by Steve Chernak with Sy Travers, Jack Delmonte, Guy 
Sothern, Rhoda Carrol. Single-pro was a rave from 
Aston, WTS, for stimulating, oddly interesting plays, 
especially for the second play which was done beauti- 
fully by Sothern and Garfol, stimulating theatre. But 
ethers panned scripts as exercises in nothingness, ex- 
cusing actors from the blame, Taubman, Times, noted 
plays are so fragile they almost evaporate, expressing 
limited truth but leaving the spirit dry. Kerr, Herald 
Tribune, rated result total immobility with everything 
drained from visual and aural universe, Davis, News, 
marked it an awfully long evening, twin duds, Watts, 
Post, can't recall two quieter, milder, more placid and 
less eventful plays. McClain, Journal American, score 
sheet read double zero, Bill closed after five perform- 
ances, 


Under Milk Wood- Circle in Square (159 Bleecker ) 


Circle revival of 1957 Dylan Thomas play directed by Will- 


THEATRE 


BOOK 


COMMENTS 


"A Victorian In Orbit: The Irreverent Memoirs of 

Sir Cedric Hardwicke" by Hardwicke and James Brough 
(Doubleday $4.50) added another rave to its all pro file 
by Watts, Post, Though most autobiograhpies of actors 
are usually unbearable , this is a delight. Its great vir- 
tue is its accurate reflection of the quality of a charm- 
ing man with an exceptionally brilliant, witty, candid and 
provocative mind,... Coleman, Mirror, adds to his earl- 
ier review the remarkable fact that Hardwicke early in 
his career became disillusioned about left-wing theatre 
activities, 


"Harold Arlen: Happy with the Blues" by Edward 
Jablonski (Doubleday $4.95) recommended as an enter - 
taining biography by Newman Levy, Herald Tribune, To 
anyone interested in music it is a valuable one, Though 
author may be a little over enthusiastic about his sub- 
ject, the subject does deserve such treatment, 


THEATRE 


RECORD 


COMMENTS 

"The Broadway Scene "' with Charles Henderson 
Singers ( Decca) approved by Screiber, World Telegram 
& Sun, as a novel approach to a collection of Broadway 
hit songs with Rodgers and Hammerstein and Cole Port- 
er winning most of the honors, 


Le Reine Morte and Port-Royal by Henry de 
Montherlant recorded by Comedie Francaise casts 
(GMS Discs) recommended by Balakian, Times, as 
a welcome introduction to a provocative French dram- 
atist. Performances were recorded for discs before 
live audiences, 


THEATRE 
TV 


COMMENT s5 


Cool Wind Over the Living a new play by Joseph 
Le Sueur presented on WNTA(NY Play of the Week drew 
4 cons from NY TV critics, Cast included James Patter- 
son, Diana Hyland, Carmen Matthews, Shanley, Times, 
panned it as a futile exercise in simulated passion, Bakal, 
Herald Tribune, added that in dialogue without direction 
and theme without a discerning plot, it is an earnest, sor- 
did little mess, Gardella, News, rated it as two long, tort- 
urous hours of TV debauchery of the worst kind. O'Brian, 
Journal American, marked it a dirty-mouthed little bore, 


Brief Encounter revival of Noel Coward's play on 
NBC Dinah Shore with Ralph Bellamy and Miss Shore 
drew 1 pro and 3 cons from NY TV critics, Sole pro was 
Gould, Times, who enjoyed modest, unpretentious manner 
in which it was done and Shore's modest restrained play- 
ing. Majority panned switching of locale and hostess ' 
histronic ability, Gross, News, Van Horne, World - Tele- 
gram & Sun, O'Brian, Journal American, voted no, 


INN 
- 
4 


GREEN 
ROOM 


DEPARTMENT 


LINCOLN CENTER VIEWS...Diverse opinions expressed 
by trio of editorials on failure of NY legislatures to 
pass Lincoln Center theatre bills, Times was disap- 
pointed at Democratic led rebellion in NY City Coun- 
cil killing muncipal partnership in the fine additions 
to Lincoln Center, Herald Tribune hoped for special 
sessions to pass the civic improvements, While Post 
editorial doubts if Lincoln Center is the answer to all 
of NYC troubles, 


COLUMN TIPS...Meyer Davis group will run 1964 World's 
Fair Aquacade, hears Wilson, Post,.,.Off Broadway 
angry over American Theatre Wing ignoring 
"Tony's" in field, notes Kilgallen, Journal American, 


STUDY TO BE CRITIC... Finish high school, get a liberal 
arts education in college and then begin to specialize 
in graduate school of theatre is advice Coleman, Mir- 
ror, gives would be critics... Potential columnists of 
the future were urged by Gardner, Herald Tribune, that 
easiest way to become columnist was to marry the 
boss! daughter. 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS... Why is it becoming so_ difficult 
for our playwrights to catch big fish, to write about 
the big subjects and big people, asks Kerr, Herald 
Tribune... Broadway managers were urged to pre- 
sent Greek classics by Coleman, Mirror, 


PRO OFF BWAY.,.. Broadway shows are almost as arid as 
big Hollywood productions, but Off Broadway product- 
ions, whether they be O'Neill, lonesco, Beckett, Albee, 
Gelber, Brecht, are exploring new forms of creative- 
ness and taste, sums Lerner, Post...In recent years 
only Off Broadway, the Blue Angel and now the coffee 
houses have come up with anything that is new or int- 
eresting for an evening out, approves Sylvester, News, 


DRAMA MAIL BOX... World Telegram & Sun reader 
praised Helen Hayes and Theatre Guild troupe 
for not appeasing United Arab Republic... Leo 
Kerz, Rhinoceros producer, thanked house own- 
er John Shubert in Herald Tribune letter , for 
being more flexible and adventurous than anyone 
else connected with the Ionesco production, 


SECOND GUESSES,..Big Fish, Little Fish lacks some 
final dramatic revelation that keeps it from being 
satisfying, but it is an arresting play by an imp - 
portant dramatic talent, comments Watts, Post 
-++McClain, Journal American, praised new Hugh 
Wheeler play for good taste in handling a delicate 
subject, approached candidly, 


INTERVIEW HI-LITES,,.,Norman Twain, Roots producer, 
does not think Broadway is expiring, he told Aston, 
World Telegram & Sun, All it needs is blood and 
daring. Its discomforts are temporary and are due 
to the weight of wage and habot on almost everyone 
involved, The theatre,-he feels, is a place of rebell- 
ion, its people must always take chances, Twain will 
present four more new plays at the Mayfair Theatre 
in the basement of the Hotel Paramount, W 46, by 
December, including the two remaining plays in the 
Arnold Wesker trilogy, Also on the agenda is the 
setting up of a second Off Broadway theatre, but 
in the downtown area, 


PROS & CONS BY TMK 


NY theatre should have stood in bed this week, All 
kinds of things happened, none of them good, Of the four 
productions scheduled for the pre-Easter week, three 
faced troubles, The first closed way Off Broadway after 
its first and only performance, The second postponed its 
NY debut a week frankly admitting doubt if it could find a 
NY audience in this traditionally bad week, While the final 
scheduled production switched producers and announced a 
hopeful one week try for the "college crowd," In addition , 
one of NY's finest actors was in real trouble with the NY 
police on charges that might take him from his current 
hit show to jail, and one of the world's best playwrights 
was deathly ill in a Toronto hospital, Finally the coffee 
houses inGreenwichVillage have become so successful 
that the combined efforts of the NY Police, Fire, Build - 
ing Depts are determined to close them. Even for the 
“fabulous invalid" this week was sort of ridiculous, 


* 


Ignoring of Lincoln Center theatre building bills 
by both the NY City Council and the NY State Legislature 
may have been due to a confusion in the subtle ‘political 
art of "log-rolling" , or it may have been a planned move 
by a group of wayward politicans who have always consid- 
ered theatre ''Un-American,"' Though special sessions of 
both bodies may be called to finish up the many necessary 
bills missed, there is still doubt if the attitude of certain 
members can be changed in the matter of weeks. Lincoln 
Center officials had better not wait for the miracle, In- 
stead they had better find other ways of raising money if 
they expect their plans to be in operation in 1964, 


* * 


While NY theatre was intent on making itself extinct, 
its old friend TV was out helping the hits. The CBS Ed Sulli- 
ivan Show devoted to Lerner & Loewe resulted in box-office 
lines at both Camelot and My Fair Lady. The NBC Dave Gar- 
roway two hour audition for Kicks & Comusical, which only 
needed $44, 000 of its $400, 000 investment, is in the delight- 
ful spot of choosing whose money to take. With this estab - 
lished record of TV promotion for legit, it is almost fright- 
ening to consider what a few well-placed plugs might do for 
a deserved Off Broadway production, 


* 


Everybody's really going to be a critic when the 
Off Broadway musical The Decameron fulfills its offer 
to return the full ticket price to anyone "not completely 
satisfied," 


* * 


Togetherness has invaded the summer package 
field, This season's gimmick seems to be the Mr & Mrs 
Star show, keeping the money in the family, 


* * 

Award season is approaching fast and one can 
only hope that the madness of the advertising to win 
votes for the film industry awards does not become con- 
tagious, Somehow it just doesn't seem good taste for a 
show to advertise the reason why it should win the Pul- 
itizer Prize, 


* * 


— 


OUTER 


BROADWAY 


) THEATRE 
LETTER 
College Theatre 


Murder in the City a new 
play by Marvin Rosenberg, Univ of 
Calif, Berkeley, to be presented Apr 
20-22 at Catawba College, Salisbury 
N. C,,B M Hopgood director... Un - 
cle Vanya with Walter Abel as guest 
star and Alan Schneider as guest dir- 
ector to be presented Apr 7-25 at 
Goodman Memorial Theatre, Chicago 
The Happy Breed byNoel Coward due 


New theatre to be construct- 
ed as part of forthcoming School of 
Fine Arts, Univ of Conn, Storrs... 
113 Italian play manuscripts present- 
ed to Univ of Chicago theatre library 
by Ira Heckler and Howard Weingrow 
... Walter Abel to be guest star and 
lecturer for summer stock season 
Jun 12- Aug 4 at Eastern New Mexico 
Univ, Portales. 


Four university drama depart- 
ment heads took exception, via Times 
letters,to recent criticisms of univ- 
ersity theatre by Taubman, Times and 
Eric Bentley, Columbia Univ. Sawyer 
Falk, Syracuse Univ and Warren Smith, 
Penn State Univ, both charged Taub - 
man with being out of touch with field, 
Theodore Hoffman, Carn Inst of Tech, 
panned Bentley for doing a disservice 
to the small group of university thea - 
tres that do have full professional 
training. While Giles Playfair, Will - 
iams College, suggested establishment 
of professional repertory touring com- 
panies to play colleges, 


Communications Group 
A 


Dallas Theatre Center added 
to Theatre Communication Group set- 
up under Ford Foundation grant, 


Award Dept 


Carl Stohn, Jr , Drury Lane 
Theatre, and Dr, John Reich, Good- 
roan Memorial Theatre, named co- 
winners of Chicago ANTA "Theatre 
Man of the Year Award," 


Winter Repertory 


Two for the Seesaw with John 
Ireland and Lee Grant opens Apr 3 
at Charles St Playhouse, Boston ... 
Adam: the Creator new musical by 
Ray Boyle and Sam Lawent to be pre- 
sented at Fred Miller Theatre, Mil- 
waukee, starting Apr 25. 


Summer Playhouses 


Vivien Leigh Theatre will 
open first season Jun 12 at Dunaway 
Plantation Gardens, Newman, Ga, Ed 
Danus producer, Outdoor theatre 
seating 300 will present season of 
stock with NY cast...A current Off 
Broadway production has been offer- 
ed a free summer playhouse at Mon- 
mouth, NJ Shopping Center... Gus 
Schirmer, Jr to direct State Fair 
Musicals, Dallas..,Tray Selmier 
named producer Ft Wayne, Ind, Fes- 
tival Musical Theatre, 


Show Girl with Carol Chan- 
ning opens season tour Jun 12 at 
Oakdale Musical Theatre, Walling- 
ford, Conn... Celeste Holm to star 
in Invitation to a March tour... Pack- 
age productions being prepared by 
Floyd Ackerman Associates, NYC, 
include--Craig Stevens and Alexis 
Smith in Marriage Go Round, Mich- 
ael O Shea and Virgina Mayo in 
Send Me No Flowers , and Mr & 


Mrs Pat O Brien in Mr January 


Shakespeare 


William Larsen left The 
Fantasticks, and Donald Harron 
left The Tenth Man to join com - 
pany at Stratford, Conn,,.Strat - 
ford, Ont, to conduct Shakespeare 
Seminars Aug 14-19 and Aug 21-26, 


TV Notes 


I Like It Here by A B Shriff- 
en presented on KING-T V(Seattle) 
with Billy Gilbert and cast members 
of Cirque Playhouse, Seattle, 


Road Tours 

The Hostage moves to Los 
Angeles Apr Il after extended seven 
week Chicago stand, 


Paris 


Montherlant's The Spanish 
Cardinal at Comedie - Francaise 
picketed by 100 rioting students in 
protest to quality of new play at 
state-backed playhouse,,, The Care- 
taker closed after four week run at 
Theatre Lucrece, 


Europe 


Group of American residents 
in Munich have established Theatre 


International at Intimes Theatre. Sea- 
son opened with The Hairy Ape, staged 


by Raymond Burgin, 


US Repertory 


Belgrade and Athens critics 
and audiences praised three prod - 
uctions of Theatre Guild-Ame rican 
Repertory Co, Sole criticism in the 
Yugoslav press was that choice of 
The Skin of Our Teeth was poor for 
many found script too difficult to 
follow, 


Living Theatre plans tour 
of Europe's festival productions 
starting Jun 26 in Paris with Many 
Loves, The Connection and In the 
Jungle of Cities, Fund raising act- 
ivities for the required $34,000 con- 
tinue, 


London 


Wakefield Mystery Play 
cycle to be presented for limited 
run at Mermaid starting Apr 5, 18 
of 32 to be done nightly... Anouilh's 
The Rehearsal debuts Apr 6 at the 
Globe with Phyllis Calvert, Diana 
Churchill... The Tenth Man opens 
Apr 13 at Comedy.,..The Photo Fin- 
ish by Peter Ustinov to be present- 
ed in fall, 


Christopher Plummer to 
double this fall between Royal Shake- 
speare Theatre production of Richard 
II and Aldwych Becket,,.Peter Hall 
“Commissioned new works for Ald - 
wych from John Arden, Peter Shaffer, 
Robert Bolt, John Whiting. He also 
named Peter Brook, Michael Elliott, 
Donald McWinnier, Peter White as 
associate directors of both theatres, 
each to do one play per’ year. 


Tryout Calendar 


Carnival-Forrest, Philadel- 


phia 3/27 
Current Road Tours 


Becket-Colonial, Boston 
3/30 


Fiorello! -American, St 


Louis 473 


Five Finger Exercise - 


Capitol; Salt Lake City 4/3 


Flower Drum Song-Shubert 
Chicago 
"CD" digests all theatre 
material in the 2100 pages 
of 7 NY daily papers of 
the preceding week,'"' CD" 
subscribers are invited 
to inquire further for 
more specific data on cur- 
rent reviews, back reviews 
and out-of-town tryout re- 
views via mail, phone or 
drop by for coffee and 
facts when in NYC, 
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